MS and HRMS spectra were obtained with a Waters Micromass Q-TOF Premier (ESI) spectrometer. IR spectra were recorded on a Bruker Tensor 27 spectrometer equipped with a "GoldenGate" diamond ATR unit. Optical rotations were determined with a with a Perkin Elmer polarimeter 343. The UV-vis spectrum was recorded with a Shimadzu UV-1800 spectrometer, the fluorescence spectrum with a Shimadzu RF-5301PC spectrometer.
s2 D-Ribosedi(propylthio)acetal (7): Propanethiol (1.4 ml, 27 mmol) was added at ambient temperature to a well stirred solution of D-ribose (6, 2.00 g, 13.3 mmol) in concentrated hydrochloric acid (2 ml) and the mixture was stirred for further 5 min.
The reaction mixture was then cooled with an ice/water bath and stirring was continued for 1.5 h at this temperature. Water (10 ml) was added and the mixture was allowed to stand for 1 h with continued cooling (ice/water bath). The colorless residue was collected on a glass filter frit and was washed with chilled water (20 ml) and hexane (50 ml) to give mercaptal 7 (2.15 g, 7.56 mmol, 57%) as a colorless solid, mp.
82°C. [α]
20 D = -11.7° (CH 2 Cl 2 , 0.5 g/l). 
2,3:4,5-Bis-O-(isopropylidene)-D-ribosedi(propylthio)acetal (8):
A solution of mercaptal 7 (6.45 g, 22.1 mmol), dimethoxypropane (54 ml, 0.44 mol) and p-TosOH · H 2 O (419 mg, 2.20 mmol) in acetone (110 ml) was stirred for 2 h at ambient temperature. The mixture was then diluted with aqueous Na 2 CO 3 -solution (5%, 100 ml) and extracted with CH 2 Cl 2 (3 x 100 ml). The organic layer was dried (MgSO 4 ) and after fil- 
